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February 14, 2011 

 

 

Greetings, colleagues.  When last I wrote a report for the APA Committee on the Status of Women in order to 

provide statistics on the numbers of women employed in U.S. postsecondary education in philosophy, I 

surmised from admittedly incomplete evidence that it seemed most accurate to say women were likely 21% of 

philosophers (so defined).  That report was posted on the APA CSW webpage in 2006, based on 2003 data 

from the National Center for Education Statistics which, unfortunately, aggregated data among several fields, 

and which I sorted imprecisely based on payroll data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

 

I am happy to state that since then, the NCES has specifically selected our field among those sorted in more 

recent publications of the Digest of Education Statistics.  I am updating my report, then, to attest that 

according to the 2009 Digest, my estimate was better than I realized.  Based on that 2003 data, now selecting 

out our field, women turn out to be roughly 21% of postsecondary philosophy instructors.   

 

Roughly, among full-time instructional faculty, women are 16.6% of the 13,000 total full-time philosophy 

faculty (that is, 2,158), and 26% of the 10,000 part-time instructors (that is, 2,600).  In other words, women 

are 4,758 of the 23,000 or so: 20.69%. 

 

For further information please see Table 256 of the 2009 Digest of Education Statistics, which can be 

downloaded at the following URL: 

 

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d09/ 

 

You will find that the table provides some data by race/ethnicity as well, such as it is.  Here is hoping that 

ongoing efforts within our profession to add to demographic information will yield more recent and 

encouraging results. 

 

Thanks for your attention. 

 

Kathryn J. Norlock 

The Kenneth Mark Drain Chair in Ethics 

 

kathrynnorlock@trentu.ca 
 


