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Philosophy 267H, Philosophy and Feminism 
Prof. Rozemond, Spring 2003  

(TO BE TAUGHT AGAIN SPRING 2005, BUT WITH MODIFICATIONS) 

Office: 275 North Building Phone: (905) 828-5349 
Office Hours: M 3:30-4:30, W 1-2, and by appt.  
Email: mrozemon@utm.utoronto.ca  

In this course we will explore some questions within feminist philosophy that strike me 
as particularly challenging ones. Feminists are united in some of their beliefs: that women 
are not inferior to men, either in their general level of competence or in their capacity as 
good persons. And feminists believe that women suffer disadvantages as a result of 
discrimination and oppression. At the same time, they believe that women just as much as 
men, are entitled to flourish and participate in whatever activities such flourishing 
requires. But that leaves plenty of questions unanswered. 

Requirements: 
Midterm exam February 5 20 % 
Paper: 1200-1800 words Due March 5 30 % 
Final May exam period 30 % 
Attendance of tutorials and participation 20 % 

Most sessions of the class will work as follows. The total period is one hour and 20 
minutes. But mostly the sessions will break into two parts: first a period of 50 minutes 
with everyone in attendance, then a 30 minute period with only a part of the class in 
attendance. I will divide the class into groups, and there will be a total of 5 tutorial 
sessions for each group throughout the Semester. Each student will attend a tutorial 
session once every two weeks, with the exception of the first week and weeks with major 
assignments due. During the tutorials small groups of students will be responsible for a 
very short presentation. 
 
The readings are from the following sources, available in the UTM Bookstore: 
Course Reader: 
Susan Okin, Is Multiculturalism Bad for Women? Princeton, 1999. 
Leila Ahmed, Women and Gender in Islam, Yale University Press, 1992 

The readings are mostly taken from the Course Reader, so I have not indicated this every 
time. The only times where this is not the case, is where we read from the books by Okin 
and Ahmed. I may adjust the readings sometimes, in particular, it may happen that I 
delete particular readings from the syllabus as we go along. That information will be 



provided during class. 

TOPICS: 
I Introduction: varieties of feminism 
A brief look at the history of feminism and important versions of feminism. 
Reading: Mackie, "Prospects and Avenues of Change", pp. 251-262. 

II Men and women: the difference? 
Obvious differences between men and women are biological. But is it perhaps also the 
case that women and men think differently? We will focus on Carol Gilligan's view that 
they do differ in their thinking about morality. 
Readings: 
McKinnon, Catherine, "Difference and Dominance: on Sex Discrimination" 
Gilligan, Carol, "In a Different Voice" 
Friedman, Marilyn, "Beyond Caring: The De-Moralization of Gender",  
Hill, Tom, "The Importance of Autonomy" 

III Justice in the family 
Many philosophers have thought that we should not think in terms of rights or justice in 
the context of the family. We will critically examine this view. 
Readings: 
Hardwig, John, "Should Women Think in Terms of Rights?" 
Okin, Susan, "The Family: Beyond Justice?" 

IV Sexuality: the case of prostitution 
One important set of concerns focuses on issues about sexuality. We will consider the 
issue of prostitution and its relationship to sexism. 
Reading: Satz, Debra, "Markets in Women's Sexual Labor" 

V Cultural differences 
Feminists insist on defending certain moral values with respect to women. One difficulty 
is that different cultures often have different values. What attitude should feminists take 
towards values concerning women in other cultures? 
Readings: 
Okin, Susan, et al, , Is Multiculturalism Bad for Women?, selections 
Li, Xiaorong, "Gender Inequality in China and Cultural Relativism" 
Nussbaum, Martha, "Women and Cultural Universals" 

VI Religion 
Questions about the status of women also intersect with issues within religion. Often 
feminists have been staunchly anti-religious, but there are also many religious feminists. 
We will focus on Islam, which has received a significant amount of attention in relation 
to questions about women. We will do so while reflecting on the relationship between 
religions and cultures. 
Radford Ruether, Rosemary, "The Feminist Critique in Religious Studies" 
Ahmed, Leila, "Harem" 



Ahmed, Leila, Women and Gender in Islam, selections (ch. 3, 4, 8) 
 


