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Texts 
 
The Bhagavad-Gita:  Krishna’s Counsel in Time of War.  Translated by Barbara Stoler 
Miller.  New York:  Bantam Books, 1986. 
 
The Yoga-Sutra of Patanjali.  A new translation and commentary by Georg Feuerstein.  
Rochester, VT:  Inner Traditions International, 1989. 
 
The Dhammapada.  Translated, wit annotations, by Gil Fronsdal.  Boston:  Shambhala, 
2005. 
 
Santideva.  The Bodhicaryavatara.  Translated, with introduction and notes, by Kate 
Crosby and Andrew Skilton.  Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 1996. 
 
Samkara.  The Crest-Jewel of Discrimination.  Translated by Swami Prabhavananda and 
Christopher Isherwood.  Vedanta Press, 1970. 
 
Krishnamurti.  Freedom from the Known.  San Francisco:  HarperSanFrancisco, 1969.  
 
 
Work for the Course 
 
Every-other-day interpretative and critical essays.  In preparation for every other 
day’s class, I would like you to write an essay on the day’s reading in which you do (at 
least) two things:   

(a) In your first paragraph, provide your own summary of what you see as the 
essential thesis of the reading and of the core argument for this thesis.   

(b) In the rest of your essay, explore your own critical response to this thesis and/or 
argument.   

These essays are meant to get our discussions off to a lively start each day, but they 
should also provide you with the opportunity to pursue your own interests in the reading, 
wherever these interests might take you.  These essays will be due no later than 8:15 a.m. 
and should be submitted as a Microsoft Word attachment (“.doc” not “.docx”) to an e-
mail sent to everyone in the class.  Please include your name in the title of your 
document.  (I will send an e-mail to the entire class on Monday evening, establishing our 
class “list-serve”:  simply hit “Reply All” to send your essay each day you write.)  Late 
essays will be accepted only in the most exceptional circumstances; so do everything in 
your power to stay caught up.  Before class begins (at 9:30), please read at least two 
essays by other members of the class, so that we can all have a sense of the issues that 



seem most important for our discussion.  These eight essays together count 65% of the 
final grade for the course. 
 
Daily meditative practice outside of class is necessary to begin to appreciate the kinds 
of “experience” that provide the basis for much of the discussion in the philosophical 
traditions of India.  I would like you to keep a journal of your meditation sessions, 
describing your experiences and informally discussing what light, if any, your meditation 
might shed on the various readings for the course.  I will collect and read these journals 
on Friday, 11 September, and Wednesday, 23 September.  The meditation journal as a 
whole counts 20% of the final grade for the course. 
 
A final essay, in the form of a dialogue between three of the thinkers studied in the 
course.  This dialogue is meant to give you a chance to play both creatively and critically 
with those ideas explored in the course that mean the most to you.  I will hand out a guide 
to writing this dialogue later in the block, to help you get started at a reasonable point in 
the course.  This final dialogue will also be submitted electronically to everyone in the 
class, is due on the last day of the block, 23 September, and counts 15% of the final grade 
for the course. 
 
Class participation is essential for the success of a philosophy course.  Please make 
every effort to make it to class, unless you are ill.  
 
(If you have a disability and require accommodations for this course, please speak with 
me as soon as possible, so that your learning needs may be appropriately met.  If you 
have not already done so, you will need to register with Disability Services [Learning 
Commons at Tutt Library, Room 152, 227-8285], the office responsible for coordinating 
accommodations and services for students with disabilities.) 

 
Office Hours 

1:30—3:30   Monday, Tuesday, Thursday  
Armstrong 138. 
Office phone:  6860. 
Home phone:  719-633-4433 (before 9:00 p.m., please) 
E-mail:  jlee@ColoradoCollege.edu 
 

I will be glad to make special appointments for almost any time, any day of the week.  
Please do not hesitate to come see me for any reason at all:  if you have any problems, 
questions, or difficulties, or if you just want to chat. 
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Readings 
 
  August 31 Introduction to the course.  Mandukya Upanisad. 
   
  September   1 Brhadaranyaka Upanisad, Book II, Chapters 4-5; Book III; Book 

IV, Chapter 3; and Chandogya Upanisad, Book VI.  (PDF).  (i) 
 

2 Bhagavad-Gita, Chapters 1-9 (pp. 21-87).  (ii) 
 

3 Bhagavad-Gita, Chapters 10-18 (pp. 89-154).  (i) 
 

4 Isvarakrsna, Samkhya-Karika.  (PDF).  (ii) 
 
 
 

7 Patanjali, Yoga-Sutra, Chapter 1 through Chapter 2, Verse 29 (pp. 
25-80).  (i) 

 
8 Patanjali, Yoga-Sutra, Chapter 2, Verse 29, through Chapter 3, 

Verse 20, and Chapter 4 (pp.80-107 and 125-145).  (ii) 
 

9 Dhammacakkapavattana Sutta 
(http://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/sn/sn56/sn56.011.harv.ht
ml); and  Dhammapada, Chapters 1-14 (pp. 1-52).  (i) 

 
10 Dhammapada, Chapters 15-26 (pp. 53-107); and Potthapada 

Sutta 
(http://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/dn/dn.09.0.than.html).  (ii)  

 
11 Vasubandhu, Twenty Verses and Thirty Verses (PROWL); and 

The Sutra on the Heart of  the Transcendent and Victorious 
Perfection of Wisdom (PDF).  First installment of meditation 
journal due.  (i) 
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14 Nagarjuna, The Fundamental Wisdom of the Middle Way, 
Chapters 1-2, 18, and 22-25.  (PDF)  (ii) 

 
15 Santideva, Bodhicaryavatara, Chapters 1-7 (pp. 3-74).  (i) 

 
16 Santideva, Bodhicaryavatara, Chapters 8-10 (pp. 75-143).  (ii) 

 
17 Samkara, The Crest-Jewel of Discrimination, pp. 32-84 (verses 

1-311).  (i) 
 

18 Samkara, The Crest-Jewel of Discrimination, pp. 84-128 (verses 
312-580).  (ii) 

 
 
 

21 Krishnamurti, Freedom from the Known, Chapters I-VII (pp. 9-
66).  (i) 

 
22 Krishnamurti, Freedom from the Known, Chapters VIII-XVI (pp. 

67-124).  (ii) 
 

23 Final Meeting.  Final dialogues due.  Complete meditation 
journal due. 
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