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"In feminist theory one speaks as a woman, although the subject "woman" is not a 
monolithic essence defined once and for all but rather the site of multiple, complex, and 
potentially contradictory sets of experiences, defined by overlapping variables such as 
class, race, age, lifestyle, sexual preference, and others. One speaks as a woman in order 
to empower women, to activate sociosymbolic changes and their condition: this is a 
radically anit-essentialist position." Rosi Braidotti, Nomadic Subjects 

Course Objective: 
Viewed through the lens of power, feminism--in its political and philosophical practices--
resists monolithic structures. It works to undermine the dominant model of power as the 
relation between oppressor and oppressed, seeking to replace it with a model that 
empowers a plurality and diversity of positions. Consequently, the discourse of 
"feminism" must resist such monologic structures within its own positions as well. This 
course is a careful exploration of the philosophical differences among the variety of 
positions within the larger discourse known as "feminsim," with particular emphasis on 
questions raised by multiculturalist and transnational trends within feminism. Ranging 
from feminists of color and post-structuralist feminists to French feminists, material 
feminists and post-colonial feminists, we will explore ways to reconfigure how we use 
and what we mean by the categories of both "feminism" and "difference." And we will 
constantly entertain the question, "Who is the subject of feminism?" 

Required Texts Available at SU Bookstore: 
Course Reader  
Writing on the Body: Female Embodiment and Feminist Theory, eds. Conboy, Medina & 
Stanbury (Columbia:1997) 
Required Texts Available only at Bookwoman in Austin: 
Dangerous Liaisons: Gender, Nation, & Postcolonial Perspectives, eds. McClintock, 
Mufti & Shohat (Minn: 1997) 
Talking Visions: Multicultural Feminism in a Transnational Age, ed. Shohat (MIT: 1998) 

Course Requirements: 
Class Lead -- 10% 
Each student will lead one class period. While this need not be a formal presentation, it 



should involve some reflection and responses that will provoke further thinking and 
dialogue. (I am not looking for mere summary of the text here.) To lead a class 
effectively, a student must be prepared to begin the seminar discussion with 
comments/questions and then to direct the class towards major themes and passages in 
the text throughout the course period. I expect substantial preparation for these leads. 
Feel free to see me before the class period that you are leading to discuss the text. 
Four Short Essays -- 50% (12.5%/each) 
Each student is required to write a short essay, 3-4 pages, on each of the major sections of 
the syllabus. These essays are meant to be both exploratory and explanatory; I encourage 
you to be more provocative and take more risks than you might in the standard academic 
essay. While it can engage one particular text in the section, the essay should speak to the 
broader themes of the section as a whole. See schedule below for exact due dates. 
Final Essay/Project -- 25% 
The final paper/project for the class has no assigned topic. It should be 7-10 pages long 
(if a written paper--I am open to other possible media) and should discuss/develop some 
theme of the course. However, it need not be restricted to the texts of the course and I 
encourage you to make this, also, as provocative and risky as possible. You are required 
to discuss your topic with me before December 5th. 

Class Participation -- 15% 
This class will be as rich and challenging as each of you makes it. It is a seminar and I 
take participation (and regular attendance) very seriously. While participation does not 
require that you speak at every meeting, it does require attentiveness, familiarity with the 
text, respect for the opinion of others, willingness to ask questions, ability to listen to and 
engage other students, and willingness to share your views with the class. I expect every 
student to be fully prepared to participate in our discussions at every class meeting.  

Honor Code 
While there are no exams in this class and you are encouraged to discuss the class with 
your peers, there should not be any serious problems with Southwestern's Honor Code. 
However, be sure to give credit to peer editors and to cite sources clearly and 
appropriately with a consistent documentation style and bibliography. Also, double-
submission of papers (e.g., submitting the same or similar paper for two courses) is an 
infringement of the Code. If you have questions about the Honor Code, feel free to raise 
them in class and see The Student Handbook. 

Religious Holidays 
There are several religious holidays throughout the semester. While I have not noted 
them on the syllabus, I am open to re-arranging due-dates if they conflict with any 
holiday that a student may be celebrating. (There are a couple of conflicts.) Please see me 
regarding such dates early in the semester. 

Disabilities 
Southwestern University will make reasonable accommodations for persons with 
documented disabilities. Students should provide documentation and schedule an 
appointment with the Academic Services Coordinator at least two weeks before services 



are needed. The student must meet with the faculty member teaching the course at least 
one week prior to the requested accommodation. 

Schedule of Readings & Due-Dates: 
August 
26 - What is Feminism?  
28 - Maria Lugones, "Trespassing" and "Traveling" (Reader #1) 
Rosi Braidotti, "By Way of Nomadism" (Reader #2) 

Who is the Subject of Feminism? 
September 
2 - Sojourner Truth, "Ain't I a Woman?" (WB) 
bell hooks, "Black Women: Shaping Feminist Theory" and "Feminism: A Movement to  
End Sexist Oppression" (Reader #3) 
4 - Moraga, Rushin, Anzaldúa - from This Bridge Called my Back (Reader #4) 
bell hooks, "Feminism and Class Power" (Reader #5) 
Audre Lorde,"The Master's Tools Will Never Dismantle the Master's House"(Reader #6) 
9 - Audre Lorde, "Age, Race, Class, and Sex: Women Redefining Difference" (DL, #19) 
11 - Chandra Talpade Mohanty, "Under Western Eyes: Feminist Scholarship and  
Colonial Discourses" (DL, #14) 
Isabelle R. Gunning, "Cutting through the Obfuscation: Female Genital Surgeries in  
Neoimperial Culture" (TV) 
15 - Essay on "Who is the Subject of Feminism?" DUE by 3 pm, RAC 105 

Rethinking the Sex/Gender Distinction 
16 - Simone DeBeauvoir, "Introduction" to The Second Sex (Reader #7) 
18 - Luce Irigaray, "Equal or Different?" (Reader #8) and "This Sex Which Is Not One" 
(WB) 
23 - Christine Delphy, "Rethinking Sex and Gender" (Reader #9) 
25 - Monique Wittig, "One is Not Born a Woman," (WB) 
Marilyn Frye, "Willful Virgin or Do You Have to be a Lesbian to be a Feminist?"  
(Reader #10) 
30 - Judith Butler, "Subjects of Sex/Gender/Desire" & "From Parody to Politics" 
(Reader#11) 
October  
6 - Essay on "Rethinking the Sex/Gender Distinction" DUE by 3 pm, RAC 105 

Nationality, Gender, Race, & Sexuality: Globalizing Feminism 
2 - Trinh T. Minh-ha, "Not You/Like You" (DL, #22) 
hooks, "Eating the Other: Desire and Resistance" (Reader #12) 
7 - Anne McClintock, "'No Longer in a Future Heaven': Gender, Race, and  
Nationalism" (DL, #4) 
9 - Jean Franco, "The Nation as Imagined Community" (DL, #6) 
Wahneema Lubiano, "Talking about the State and Imagining Alliances" (TV) 
14 - no class-Fall Break 
16 - M. Annette Jaimes with Theresa Halsey, "American Indian Women: At the Center of  



Indigenous Resistance in Contemporary North America" (DL, #16) 
M.A. Jaimes * Guerrero, "Savage Hegemony: From 'Endangered Species' to Feminist 
Indiginism" (TV) 
21 - M. Jacqui Alexander, "Imperial Desire/Sexual Utopias: White Gay Capital and  
Transnational Tourism" (TV) 
27 - Essay on "Nationality, Gender, Race, & Sexuality: Globalizing Feminism"  
DUE by 3 pm, RAC 105 

Living Representations, Embodying Differences 
23 - Elizabeth Grosz, "Sexed Bodies" (Reader #13) 
28 - Coco Fusco, "We Wear the Mask" (TV) 
30 - bell hooks, "naked without shame: a counter-hegemonic body politic" (TV) 
November 
4 - Lisa Jones, "The Hair Trade" (TV) 
Kathleen Zane, "Reflections on a Yellow Eye: Asian I (\Eye/)Cons 
and Cosmetic Surgery" (TV) 
6 - no class-I will be at a conference 
11 - Meena Alexander, "Alphabets of Flesh" (TV)  
13 - Shu Lea Cheang, "Don't want my orgasm simulated" (TV) 
Tricia Rose, "'Two Inches or a Yard': Silencing Black Women's  
Sexual Expression" (TV) 
17 - View Paris Is Burning -- time/place TBD 
18 - bell hooks, "Is Paris Burning?" (Reader #15) 
Judith Butler, ""Gender Is Burning: Questions of Appropriation and Subversion"(DL#20) 
20 Sandy Stone, "The Empire Strikes Back: A Posttransexual Manifesto," (WB) 
24 - Essay on "Living Representations, Embodying Differences" DUE by 3 pm, RAC 
105 

Voicing Resistances 
25 - bell hooks, "Sisterhood: Political Solidarity Between Women" (DL, #21) 
27 - no class-Thanksgiving Break 
December 
2 - Gloria Anzaldúa, "La conciencia de la mestiza: Towards a New Consciousness" (WB) 
Audre Lorde, "Uses of the Erotic: The Erotic as Power" (WB) 
4 - Chela Sandoval, "The Theory and Method of Oppositional Consciousness 
in a Postmodern World" (Reader #16) 

Final Paper/Project due in RAC 116 by 1:30 p.m. December 11th;  
if necessary, we will meet for any performances or presentations. 
 


