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CONTEMPORARY MORAL CONFLICTS: Sex & Sexuality 
Philosophy 5 T/Th 2:15 Fall '03  

Dr. Jim Stramel Office: L.A. 135-F. 
Hours: M/W 4-5, T/Th 1:30-2 and 4-4:30 and by appointment.  
VoiceMail: 434-8969. I can also be reached via Campus Mail in the Mail Room (LA 
102).  
E-mail: < stramel_james@smc.edu >. PaSS Dept. Secretary is Ruth: 434-4244. 

PREREQUISITES: None, however, good reading and writing skills are essential. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This is an introductory course in Social Ethics, with a focus 
on moral issues concerning sex and sexuality, particularly homosexuality.  
Before we can hope to adopt a reasoned position on any of these issues, we will need 
some familiarity with the fundamentals of moral reasoning. Consequently, we will begin 
with an inquiry into the nature of morality and explore some of the historically most 
important ways of thinking about ethics. We will then have a brief look at reasoning in 
general, and moral reasoning in particular, since we will be evaluating the reasoning of 
the authors we read, and you will be asked to argue for a position in your papers. We'll 
have a mid-term exam on this material. 
 
After the midterm, we will explore theories of sexual morality and their application to a 
variety of sexual issues: normal vs. perverted sex, premarital sex, adultery, promiscuity, 
prostitution, pederasty/intergenerational sex, sado-masochism, etc. Finally, we will look 
specifically at moral issues concerning bi-/homosexuality: the nature of sexual identity 
and the morality of homosexuality, philosophical foundations of gay rights, privacy, 
sodomy laws and privacy, gay marriage and parenting, coming out and outing, gays in 
the military. Most class time will be spent in lecture and discussion.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: % of final grade 
1. Attendance (accurate attendance is your responsibility; sign the role sheet!) 5 
2. Midterm Exam 1 (in 3 parts) 25  
3. Midterm Exam 2 (essays) 15 
3. Term Paper (3 graded components: topic, outline, final draft) 35 
4. Final Exam (essays) 20 

TEXTS:  
1. Readings: Phi. 5: Sex & Sexuality, Stramel (packet of photocopied articles; make sure 
you get the one for this Section! - not the thin one for the M/W Phil. 5 classes) (P) 
2. Homosexuality: Debating the Issues, Baird & Baird (H) 
3. Same Sex: Debating the Ethics, Science, Culture of Homosexuality, John Corvino (SS) 



4. How to Write a Philosophy Paper, Stramel (HTWPP) 

All work will be graded on a standard 10% scale (no curve). 
Warning: I do not participate in grade inflation:  
A = Excellent, B = Good, C = Average, D = Below Average, F = Failing.  
Late work will be penalized 1 letter grade/ wk. No work will be accepted more than two 
weeks late unless you get my approval in advance. Excused absences count for half. 
Cheating is self-defeating and unethical and will be penalized fully in accordance with 
the SMC Code of Academic Conduct.  

Persons with disabilities verified through the Disabled Students Center will be 
accommodated - talk to me about your needs as soon as possible. 
 
Phi. 5/Sex & Sexuality: SCHEDULE (subject to change). Readings will be discussed on 
the date indicated: do the readings before class. For information on paper assignments see 
p. 4 of this syllabus. 

8/26 INTRODUCTION. Start thinking about your paper topic: scan the syllabus/texts for 
ideas, go on-line 

8/28 Intro. cont'd. Read AE 3-15 carefully (this is also on Library Reserve: HM665 .044).  
HTWPP Ch.1, Ch.5A. 

9/2 Intro. cont'd. Re-read 3-15; Tips on "Philosophical Research" (P). Tentative paper 
topics due. 

9/4 Intro. cont'd. Read AE 15-24 carefully. 

9/9 Intro. cont'd. Re-read 15-24. Final paper topics due (see next pg. for specific 
directions).  
Mid-term Part 1 (scantron) distributed (be here!); you'll need 1 scantron form #882-NES 
(or any #882) from the bookstore. 

9/11 MORAL THEORIES: Aristotle, "Moral Virtue," 24, + virtues handout. Mid-term 
Part 1 due.  

9/16 Kant, "Re-spect for Persons," 32; Baier, "The Need for More Than Justice," 40.  
Mid-term Pt. 2 (essay question) distributed (be here!). 

9/18 Mill, "Utili-tarian-ism," 35.  

9/23 REASONING: AE Ch. 2 (50-71); + 2 homework handouts (pages A and B in P). 

9/25 Reasoning, cont'd: HTWPP Chs. 2-3. Mid-term Pt. 2 due. Mid-term part 3 (on Ch. 
2) distributed. 



9/30 Thinking Philosophically about Sex: Marietta, "Sexual Morality" (Library reserve: 
B52 S75); 
Goldman, "Plain Sex," (P);  

10/2 Ruddick, "Better Sex;" (on reserve: B52 S75). Mid-term part 3 (reasoning) due.  

10/7 A Theory of Sexual Ethics: Good Sex, Intro., + summaries of Parts 1, 2 (P) 

10/9 SMIFT: Pt. 3, p.175-227 (P) 

10/14 Sexual orientation and its causes: Plato: "Aristophanes' Speech from the 
Symposium" (SS p.179); 
Bem, "The Exotic Becomes Erotic Theory" (SS p.121-123); Byne & Lasco: "Origins of 
Sexual Orientation" (SS p.107); Rist, "Are Homosexuals Born That Way?" (H p.71); 
Gelder, "The 'Born That Way' Trap" (H p.80). 

10/16 Stein, "The Ethical Relevance of Scientific Research on Sexual Orientation" (SS 
p.135) 
Suppe, "Explaining Homosexuality: Who Cares Anyhow?" (SS p.167) 

10/21 The morality of homosexuality: Corvino, "Why Shouldn't Tommy & Jim Have 
Sex?" (SS p.3); 
Bradshaw, "A Reply to Corvino" (SS p.17) 

10/23 Ramsey Colloquium, "The Homosexual Movement" (SS p.58) 
Williams, "A Reply to the Ramsey Colloquium" (SS p.69) 
Finnis & Nussbaum, "Is Homosexual Conduct Wrong?" (H p.44) 

10/28 Philosophical Foundations of Gay Rights: "Chapter 4: Do Gays/Lesbians Need 
Antidiscrimination Laws?" various authors (P p.160-81). Materials for 2nd midterm will 
be distributed. 

10/30 Gay rights (cont'd) (P) p. 133-160.  

11/4 Sexual Privacy and Sodomy Laws: "Bowers v. Hardwick" (H p.97); Jeffries, 
"Changing Times: Gay Rights" (H p.103); Taylor, "Gay Rights: What the Court Should 
(and Shouldn't) Do" (H p.119); "Commonwealth v. Wasson" (H p.126. 

11/6 "Watson v. Texas." Outlines due.  

11/13 Same-Sex Marriage and Parenting: Video: "For Better of Worse: Same-Sex 
Marriage." Read: Knight, "How Domestic Partnerships and 'Gay Marriage' Threaten the 
Family" (SS p.289); Rauch, "Who Needs Marriage" (SS p.304); Card, "Against 
Marriage" (SS p.317). 

11/18 Elliston, "Gay Marriage" (P) 



Patterson, "Children of Lesbian and Gay Parents" (P) 
Flaks, "Lesbians Choosing Motherhood" (P) 

11/20 The Ethics of Disclosure: Coming Out and Outing: Barbone & Rice, "Coming Out, 
Being Out, and Acts of Virtue" (P). 

11/25 Mohr "The Case for Outing" (SS p.281); Stramel, "Outing, Ethics and Politics" (SS 
p.284). 

12/2 Papers due (NO late papers!). Gays in the Military: "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" 
Luddy, "Make War, Not Love: The Pentagon's Ban is Wise and Just" (SS p.267) 
Adair & Myers, "Admission of Gays to the Military" (H p.173) 
Goldwater, "The Gay Ban: Just Plain Un-American" (H p.183) 

12/4 Stone, "Uncle Sam Doesn't Want You!" (H p.186) 
Siegel, "Dry Cleaning the Troops and Other Matters..." (SS p.274) 

12/12 Final Exam ( ) in class essays. Final course grades are available by telephone: 310 
434-4333. 

TERM PAPER ASSIGNMENTS Read and carefully follow all instructions at each stage; 
failure to do so is grounds for deduction. At each stage of the writing process you should 
consult the relevant parts of HTWPP first; if you then still have questions, ask me; I will 
grant paper conferences only after you've read Chs. 5-6. 

WRITE A 6-8 PAGE PERSUASIVE/ARGUMENTATIVE PAPER. Your topic may be 
any subject of interest to you that is squarely within the parameters of the course. It need 
not be on the syllabus or even in the text, but it must be on a clearly moral issue or 
problem in general sexual ethics or homosexuality/a gay issue. You should be able to 
state your topic as a question in this form: "Is X moral (or morally permissible)?" (where 
'X' is replaced with some sort of action, e.g. "Adultery" or "Same-Sex Marriage." Topics 
must be approved in advance and may not be subsequently changed without approval 
(late changes of topic are strongly discouraged). The title of your paper should be a brief 
but precise version of your question.  

Tentative topics: Write down at least two topics you might like to write on. 
Final paper topics (10% of paper grade): On a page, write a 3-sentence outline of your 
paper: 1. Your question. 2. Your answer. 3. Your (primary) reason for taking this position 
(even if tentative; your position and/or reason may change) (Note: I'm not asking why 
you chose this topic.) Write 3 complete sentences only; no paragraphs or lengthy 
proposals. At this point, you are committed only to your topic; your position and/or 
reason(s) may change as the project progresses. 

Outlines (30% of paper grade): Outlines must be typed. It should be a fairly complete 
snapshot of the issues as you plan to discuss them. Outlines must contain complete 
sentences stating substantive positions, not just lists of topics you will discuss. Most 



importantly, I want to see your argument(s). This means that most of your research and 
thinking should already be done. However, these outlines are not chiseled in stone: your 
final paper should differ somewhat from the outline, based on my comments and the 
development of your thought. Use outline structure (I. A. 1. a., etc.) to show logical 
structure. A good outline for a paper of this length should be at least 2 pages in length 
(but no more than 4). Staple; no folders or covers. Keep a photocopy for your protection. 
Put your name on the very back of the last page only. Below your name near the top 
write: "Outline ____" and below that "Paper ____" for the grades. 
Your outline and final paper should have the following basic structure (don't forget a 
short, informative Title!): 
I. Introduction: set up the issue/motivate your question; state your thesis, answering the 
question: "Yes," "No," "Yes in these cases, No in those," etc., and say what you'll do in 
the paper. 
II. Body  
a. Isolating and refining your question, getting at the moral issues; e.g. "Is X (ever) 
moral/ immoral?"  
b. Defining terms. 
c. Defend your position by examining the relevant considerations and, most important, 
presenting and defending your best argument(s) in support of your answer.  
d. You should also show appreciation/ under-standing of relevant arguments (on both 
sides) presented in the readings or other literature. You must defend your view against 
objections and refute opposing arguments. 
III. Conclusion/summary (nothing new here; anything important should be developed in 
the body). 
Final drafts (60% of paper grade): Your final paper does not have to have exactly these 
parts as labeled here, but you should do all of these things in it. Since you have (at most) 
8 pages, your writing and treatment of the issues must be dense and compact, but without 
sacrificing thoroughness. Get to the point and stay on it. No fluff or filler! I will happily 
read/comment on early draft outlines, but not drafts of the final essay. 
All papers must be carefully typed or word-processed (spell-check and proof-read!). Use 
1" margins all around. Double-space. Document all quoted sources in standard form in 
either foot- or endnotes; double-indent and single-space quotes of more than 3 lines. 
Attach a Bibliography; you must read and cite at least 3 philosophical sources other than 
those assigned on the syllabus. Keep a photocopy for your protection. No folders, 
binders, or slipcovers. Number and initial the pages. Staple your graded outline to the 
back; papers submitted without the graded outline will be docked 1/3 letter grade. Make 
sure your name is on the very back; don't put your name on the front.  
 


